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AIB Bulletin

AIB Bulletin No. 13 Ref.: CAV/ACC/4/04 Category 1.2
Aircraft Type & Reg.: Piper PA23-250 Reg. 5SH-MAB Serial No.
274765

No. & type of Engines: Two Lycoming IO 540 CAB5

Year of Manufacture: 1972

Date and Time (UTC): 10 October 2004 at 0435 hours.
Location: Ukerewe Airstrip (Lat 02 03 00.S Long .033 03 00E)
Type of Flight: Air Charter

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - Nil
Injuries: Crew - Nil Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage: The aircraft was substantially damaged
Commander's Licence: CPL

Commander's Age: 50 years

Commander's Experience: 8100hours
Last 90 days: 52 hours
Last 28 days: 13 hours
Information Source: Telephone call from Mwanza ATS.

ALL TIMES UTC
History of the Flight

5H-MAB took off from Mwanza airport at 0423 hours for a company
charter flight to Ukerewe. The pilot was the only occupant. The
purpose of the flight was to pick a passenger for a flight to Mwanza.

The flight to Ukerewe was uneventful and the aircraft arrived at
Ukerewe at 0435 hours. The pilot said that shortly before touch
down on runway 30 he saw two cows running from a grass fieldon
the right of the runway. They were about to cross the runway from
right to left. He immediately applied power to leapfrog the animals.
However, as the aircraft started to climb the right main landing
gear collided with a bull which deflected the aircraft . In the
process, the aircraft collided with the second cow before regaining
the ground. The aircraft subsequently veered to the right and
drifted 45 meters before it settled on an ant hill located 12 meters
beyond the edge of the runway.



There was no fire and the pilot disembarked uninjured. The aircraft
was substantially damaged. Both cows were killed in the accident.

EXAMINATION OF THE WRECKAGE

The wreckage settled on an ant hill facing south west. Both
propellers had each one blade bent. The right main landing gear
appeared to have detached on hitting the cow. This caused the
right wing to scrape the ground in the accident sequence resulting
in substantial damage to its inboard underside. The ant hill also
contributed to the severity of this damage. The right wing flap,
which was down for the landing, was also damaged.

There were wrinkles on the right rear fuselage section, indicating
internal damage.

UKEREWE AIRPORT

Ukerewe airport, elevation 3800 feet, has one runway 12/30 which
is 1000 meters long and 20 meters wide. The surface is grass. The
airport is owned and operated by the Tanzania Aerodromes
Authority . It is located in the middle of the District capital, Nansio.
The area surrounding the air strip is residential and there are
terrace fields planted with cassava trees just beyond the edges of
the runway. For example, he did not know about the arrival of 5H-
MAB. The accident occurred early in the morning when he was
himself arriving at the airport.

There are rodent holes and small ant hills on the surface of the
runway. The airport manager said that trespassing is a problem on
the airfield. He also complained about the lack of communication.
This is a problem caused by the airport being in the middle of the
town.

CONCLUSIONS AND SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS

In the light of the imminent danger of trespassing, the airports
Authority should consider the possibility of fencing the runway. If
this is not possible then the airport should be policed and equipped
with means of communication to ensure that the runway is cleared
ahead of aircraft movements. Pesticides should also be used
against rodents on the runway.
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