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No: 19/97

Aircraft Type and Registration

No & Type of Engines

Year of Manufacture

Date & Time (UTC)

Location

Type of Flight

persons on Board

Injuries

Nature of Damage

Commander's Licence

commander's Age L

Commander's Flying Experience :

Information Source

Ref: CAV/ACC/19/97

cessna 404, 5H-THF

2 Continental GTSIO-520M

1981

26 December, 1997 at 1118 hours

Lobo airstrip. Serengeti National Park Tanzania

(0201$ 3510E)

Air Charter

Crew - 1 Passengers - NIL

Crew. NIL passengers - NIL others - 1 kilied

Damage was conflned to the wing tip

Airline Transport Pilot's Licence

43 years

9000 hrs (of which 2000 were on type)

Last 90 days 189 hrs

Last 28 days 28 hrs

Telephone cali from operator

BACKCiROUND
.- -- - --- _._-- ..._-----

On 26 December, 1997 two aircraft, a Cessna206 registration No. 5H-TGTand
a cessna 404, 5H-THFwere chartered to pick 14 tourists from Lobo airstrip in
the Serengeti National park for flights to Arusha. Three of the tourists were
booked on 5H.TGTand the rest were booked on 5H-THF. They were all
scheduled to takeoff at 1000 hours.

This Bulletin contains facts relating to the accident which have been determined up to the time of
issue. This information is published to inform the public and the aviatlon industry of the general
clrcumstances of the accidents at the prelimlnary/stageand must necessarilybe regarded astentatlve
and subject to alteration or correction if addltior1alevidence becomes available.

Short extracts can be published without specific permission providing that the source is dully
acknowledged.
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5H-TGTwas first to arrive at lOba at 0905 hOurs. The vehicles carrying the
tourists arrived at the airstrip at 0945 hours. The commander of 5H.TGT
informed the tourists that 5H-THFwasto arrive late by 40 minutes due to the
weather at Nairobi.

When the first party of three tourists boarded the aircraft, one of the 11
remaining passengers requested the commander of 5H-TGTto take him as
well. He insisted that 40 minutes was toa long for him to wait at the airstrip.

When the request was refused an the grounds that he was not booked an
that flight, the tourist became irritated. He threatened to return to lobo
lodge an foot not withstanding the presence of dangerous animals an his
way. lobo lodge is three kilometres away from the airstrip and clients are
not permitted to walk an foot in the National Park enroute to the 10~ge.

This tourist subsequently took his video camera and started filming the
departing Cessna2065H-TGTright from the engine start to the time when it
took off and disappeared. Healsocontinued complaining bitterly about the
delay tiIl5H-THFarrived where upon he moved from the apron to the runway
and started filming the landing' aircraft. He remained standing an the
runway with his camera locked an the aircraft till when he was struck by the
left wing. He died an the spot.

HISTORY OF THE FLlGHT

The aircraft flew from Ndutu-to pick a party of tourists from LOboairstrip.
It took off at 1059hours'with the pilot as the only occupant. Hewas flying
under visual flight rules.

The pilot said that he arrived overhead Lobo at 1116 hours and pO~itioned
for landing on runway 11. The runway was clear with his passengerswaiting
on the apron. When he turned for the final approach the runway was still •

clear.

5H-THFcrossed the threshold and touched down at 1118 hours about 60
metres from the beginning of the runway. When the aircraft had rolled
another 60 metres the pilot sawa person moving from the parking area
towards the runway with something that looked like a video camera in his
hands (seeappendixl. Due to the Iimited width of the runway he could not
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steer the aircraft to the right. He made heavy braking to slow down the
aircraft but it collided with the photographer before it could be stopped.

The photographer sustainedfatal injuries but the damageto the aircraft was
confined to the left wing tip.

Lobo airstrip, elevation 5500feet (1676metres) hasone runway (11/29) which
is about 1200 metres long. Its width varies from 14 to 19 metres along its
length. At the point of collision with the trespasser the runway was 15.5.
metres wide. The trespasserwasstanding 1.5 metres inside the runway and
205 metres from the beginning of the runway. Runway 11 has an uphill
gradient for the first 400metres after which it levelsoff. Therunway surface
is grass. There was no wind sock.

The edges of the runway are overgrown by tropical savannatrees most of
them ranging from one to four metres tall. Some of these trees are to be
found as close asthree metres beyond the edges of the runway. Animals,
notably gazelles and buffaloes, often graze on the runway and the
surrounding areas.

The airstrip is owned and operated by the TanzaniaNational Parks.

The circumstances leading to this accident are being investigated.
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