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THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORT

ACCIDENT INVESTIGA TION BRANCH

OFFlCE OF THE MrNlSTER
ACCIDENT INVESTIGATlON BRANCH
P O. BOX 2819
DAR ES SALAAM

AIB B'ulletin
AIB Bulletin No. 7 Ref.: CAV/ ACC!7 /02 Category: 1.3

Aircraft Type & Reg.: PA34-200T Reg. SH-SAY Serial No. 34-7870388

•
No. & type of Engines:

Year of Manufacture:

Date and Time (UTC):

Location:

Type of Flight:

Two Continental TSIO-360-EBIA

1978

17 September 2002 at 0920 hours

Chankonde airstrip, Mbeya (508° 18' E 34° 20')

Air charter

Persons on Board:

Injuries:

Crew - 1

Crew - Ni1

Passengers - 3

Passengers - Ni1

Last 90 days 100 hrs

Commander's Experience: 8500 hours ofwhich 1000 were on type•

N ature of Damage:

Commander's Licence:

Commander's Age:

Information Source:

History of the Flight

Forward windscreen section separated from fuselage. Nose landing gear
support structure damaged

ATPL
47 years

/

Last 28 days 50 hrs

AIB field investigations

ALL TIMES UTe

On September 2002 at 0715 hours 5H-SAY took off from Dar es Salaam International
Airport for a charter f1ight to Chankonde. It was carrying one pilot and three hunters
with their baggage. The pilot reported that the f1ightto Chankonde was uneventful. He
chose to use runway 25 for landing because it was favoured by the windo There was no
windsock but the pilot determined the wind direction from the smoke coming out of
bush fires.

The Rullctin contains facts relating to the accident which have been determined up to the timeof issue, This infonmicion is published to
infonn the public and the aviation industl'Y of the general circumstance of the accident at the preminaryjstage and must necessariIy be
regarded as tentacive and subject to alteration or correction if additional evidence becomes availabIe.

Shoft L'xtracts can be published without spccific permission providing that the source is dull)' acknowlcdged.



He further testified that a few seconds after touch down he "hit a hump running
across the runway" and got airborne again subsequent to which he made a heary
landing.

an inspecting the aircraft after landing at Chankonde he, saw that there was no
damage except for the nose landing gear oleo strut, which appeared to have '"
shortened. Take-off for Dar es Salaam was initiated at 0930 hours with the pilot
flying solo. an retracting the landing gear the green gear down lights went off but
the red gear unsafe light remained ono The landing gear was recycled twice but the
light remained ono However, the aircraft achieved the normal cruising speed,
indicating that the gear was up but most probably not locked.

According to the pilot, when SH-SAY was 20 n.m. short of Dar es Salaam there was
light rain and he saw water seeping through the bottom of the windscreen into the
cockpit. an landing at Dar es Salaam he discovered that the windscreen had partially
separated from the fuselage and the nose landing gear support structure was •
protruding through the main body.

This accident was not reported to the A.I.B. By the time the Department learnt
about the accident the aircraft was about to take off for a flight to Nairobi. The
Tanzania Civil Aviation Authority impounded the aircraft at Dar es Salaam.

Further investigations into the circumstances of this accident are being conducted.
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