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AIB Bulletin No. 2 Ref.: CAV/ACC/8/04 Category 1.3
Aircraft Type & Reg.:Cessna 210A Reg. 5H-SKC Serial No.57604
No. & type of Engines: One Continental 10-470-E
Year of Manufacture: 1960
Date and Time (UTC): 27 June 2004 at 0955 hours approximately.
Location: Kwitanda airstrip, Muhewesi village,Tunduru (Lat.S10°
50" 82.8"”

Long.E 037°28’ 43.8"")
Type of Flight: Air charter
Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - 3
Injuries: Crew - Nil Passengers - Nil
Nature of Damage: The aircraft was completely destroyed by post - impact

fire

Commander's Licence: Commercial Pilot’s License
Commander's Age: 27years

Commander's Experience: 310 hours of which about 39 were on the type.
Last 90 days: 19 hours
Last 28 days: 7 hours

Information Source: Telephone call from the operator

ALL TIMES UTC

History of the Flight

On 27 June 2004 at 0645 hours 5H-SKC took off from Dar es Salaam
International Airport for a charter flight to Kwitanda airstrip in
Tunduru District. It was carrying one pilot and three passengers.
The fuel endurance was about five hours and the aircraft was flying
under visual flight rules. The flight to Kwitanda was uneventful and
the aircraft was seen above the airfield at about 0850 hours. The
pilot reported to have circled once around the runway to ascertain
its condition subsequent to which he initiated approach from the
northern end.

According to one passenger, the approach was too high and too
fast. The pilot who also said that he touched down some distance
beyond the aiming point also acknowledged this. The passenger
further testified that the aircraft bounced twice on touch down
subsequent to which applied power and initiated a climb. The
second approach, again from the northern end of the runway, was
more flat and the aircraft executed smooth touchdown. As the nose
contacted the runway, “something was heard to snap” and the



propeller struck the ground. The aircraft subsequently veered to the
right of the center -line and came to rest on a patch of grass about
four meters to the right of the runway center-line.

The passenger who was on the right front seat said that on opening
the door, he saw a small fire on grass underneath the right side of
the engine. He unsuccessfully tried to raise the aircraft fire
extinguisher from its floor mounting position. The pilot unlatched
the fire extinguisher to and operated it against the fire. However,
the pilot as well the passengers and the eyewitnesses at the scene
of the accident said that the air from the fire extinguisher did not
extinguish the fire. It appeared to be ordinary air, which served to
spread the fire. Frantic efforts were made to fight the fire using
bottles of drinking water from inside the aircraft to no avail. A fire
extinguisher that was brought in from a nearby Gemstone mine
was found to be empty.

Injuries
All the passengers and the pilot disembarked safely at the time
when the fire was still confined to the grass underneath the engine.
However, the fire subsequently spread to consume most of the
aircraft.

Examination of the wreckage

The aircraft came to rest on a patch of grass on the right hand side
of the runway about 350 meters beyond the northern threshold.
Propeller strike marks were found on its trail about 150 meters from
its final resting position. Much of the fuselage and the front section
had been consumed by fire. Both wings suffered severe fire
damage at the inboard sections. Fire did not damage the tail plane
and the rear fuselage section.

Fire

A passenger in the front right seat first saw fire when he opened
the door as soon as the aircraft came to rest. A passenger, who
was in the back seat, said that she smelt something burning when
the aircraft came to rest. Fire appeared to have been particularly
intense underneath the engine. There was severe fire damage to
the metal frames, some of which melted and fused under intense
heat.

Fire appears to have started at around the location of the fuel drain
plug. It is probable that the fuel pipeline leading to the drain plug
may have been damaged in the accident sequence. Fuel would
continue to flow if the fuel selector is left in the ON position. The
hot exhaust may have emitted the sparks to ignite the fuel.



Given that it was an avgas fire, the use of water could only serve to
spread it further.

Aerodrome information

Kwitanda airstrip, elevation 1400 feet, has one runway 04/22 which
is 600 meters long and 16 meters wide. The runway has a
significant down slope at the end of runway 04 as well as loose
stones. The surface is unpaved with scattered patches of grass.
This private airstrip supports a Gem stone company. It is not
licensed.

Meteorological conditions

At the time of the accident the weather at Kwitanda was described
as cloudy, with visibility over 10 km. The weather had no bearing
on the accident.
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