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The Administrator,
Civil Aviation Administration,

Addis Ababa,

Subject: East African Airways SVC-10 Accident Investigation.

1 have the honour to submit herewith, the final report on the subject accident

which occured on April 18, 1972, at Addis Ababa.

I am pleased 1o report that, the full investigation was carried out in the spirit
of the Chicago Convention and in accordance with the Standard and Recommended
Practice outlined in Annex 13 to that Convention. The States of Registry and Manu-
Jacture, in response to the invitation accorded by this Administration, have both
appointed accredited representatives who arrived at the scene shortly after the accident
occured. There after, these representatives as well as those representing the operator
and manufacturers have fully participated in the investigation, including the approval

of the final draft report.

Iam glad to acknowledge the co-operation and assistance received from all parti-
cipants, and in particular, my appriciation goes to Mr. P. J. Bardon, the Accredited
Representative of the State of Manufacture who followed up the entire work with

keen interest, from the begining to the end and had made most valuable contributions.

I also wish to thank the manufacturers, namely, the British Aircraft Corporation
and the Dunlop Company for providing their expertise and facilities for the detailed
technical examinations and performance analysis which were so vital to the in-

vestigation.

Sincerely,

ol

Bekele Serbessa
Chief, Office of Safety
( Investigator-In-Charge)
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REPORT ON THE ACCIDENT TO EAST AFRICAN AIRWAYS

Aircralt:
Engines:
Owner:
Operator:

Crew:

Passengers:

Place ol Accident:

Date and

Note:

Time:

SUPER VC-10, 5X-UVA ON APRIL 18, 1972,

GENERAL INFORMATION

Vickers Super VC-10 Type 1154, Registration 5X-UVA

AT ADDIS ABABA

Four Rolls Royce Conway 550B

British Aircraft Corporation

East African Airways Corporation

- Captain J.P. VALE

Commander
Co-pilot
Navigator

Flight Engineer
Purser

Chief Steward
Senior Stewardess
Steward

Steward

Steward

Stewardess

35 Killed
13 Injured
48 Uninjured

First Officer R.P.H.BOTTO
Navigation Officer F.D.MACNABB
Flight Engineer B.A.H. TWIST

P.MWICIGI

- JOCIPHARES MALOLE

YAERI KAGEZI
BAKAMAZE

- MWANGI

R. AYIRO
M. FADHIL

Haile Selassie 1 International Airport

Addis Ababa

All times in this report are GMT

18 April 1972, at 0940 hours

Killed
Killed
Killed
Killed
Injured
Killed
Injured
Killed
Killed
Killed

uninjured



SUMMARY

The aircraft was taking ofl' from Addis Ababa for a flight to London via Rome.
Just prior to reaching Decision Speed (V), a nose wheel tyre was punctured by a
light aircraft jacking pad, lying on the runway. The crew immediately initiated the
appropriate abandon take-off procedure but were unable to stop the aircraft before
it reached the end of the runway. The aircraft dropped heavily on the lower ground
and broke up on impact. A severe fire ensued and the aircraft was completely des-

troyed. 43 passengers and crew were killed; 15 were injured and 49 were unhurt.

The report concludes that the accident was due to a partial loss of braking
effort arising from the incorrect reassembly of part of the braking system, as a result
of which the aircraft could not be stopped within the runway and stopway distance

remaining.






